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Austria and the Czech Republic have a long 
history of glassmaking, from functional and 
useful glassware to decorative art glass and glass 
jewelry. This exciting journey will trace this 
glassmaking heritage and discover the many 
different styles and traditions that have flour-
ished in this region.

Begin in Vienna, home to the renowned  
Lobmeyr glass company, founded nearly 200 
years ago and still a family-run business. Jour-
ney into Bohemia, where German and Czech 
artisans have been making quality glass since 
as early as the 16th century. Meet with local 
artists and other glass experts; tour some of the 
Czech Republic’s top glass factories, including 
the celebrated Moser Glassworks in Karlovy 
Vary; and explore the area’s many magnificent 
glass collections, from the Baroque glass at 
Prague’s Schwarzenberg Palace to hidden gems 
such as the Glass Museum in Nový Bor.

Alongside these glass-related activities, we’ll 
also take time to explore some of the highlights 
of Vienna and Prague, two of Europe’s great 
cultural capitals. Tour imposing Prague Castle, 
enjoy lunch in a traditional Viennese coffee-
house, and witness the morning exercises at the 
famous Spanish Riding School. 
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Jane Spillman, Expert and 
former curator of American 
Glass at The Corning Museum 
of Glass, invites you to the Na-
tional American Glass Club’s 
innovative journey to the 
glassmaking areas of Austria 
and the Czech Republic, from 
Vienna to Prague, to see mu-
seums, artists’ workshops and 
factories and their products.

Study Leader
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•	 Savor a guided tour of 
Vienna including the Glass 
Museum and Lobmeyr 
Shop and Museum

•	 Enjoy a gallery talk and 
private tour of the Museum 
Vysočiny Havlíčkův Brod

•	 Explore 17th Century  
glassmaking in paintings  
and engravings at a guided 
visit to the Glass Museum  
in Novy Bor 
 

•	 Tour the Harrachov Glass 
factory - the second oldest 
glassworks in the Czech 
Republic, founded in 1712 
where all glass products 
are made with traditional 
manufacturing techniques

•	 Visit Prague in a private 
coach including the Castle 
and enjoy a visit to the  
Vital Art Nouveau collec-
tion with a private talk

•	 Enjoy guided visits to Hut 
Frantisek Glass and Glass-
works Frantisek in Sazava 
which has opened new 
doors for artists

•	 Explore the Baroque glass 
collection of Schwarzen-
berg Palace in Prague and 
the Moser Factory and 
Museum

•	 Relax on private coach  
excursions to Karlovy Vary 
as well as other parts of 
both countries

Highlights
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ITINERARY
April 12-13: USA/Vienna, Austria

Depart the U.S. on overnight flights. Upon 
arrival in Vienna, transfer to Hotel Kummer, 
your home for the next three nights. This eve-
ning, gather for a festive welcome reception 
and dinner at the hotel. (R, D)

April 14: Vienna

Enjoy a full day of sightseeing in Vienna, 
including a tour of the Lobmeyr glass com-
pany and a visit to the Vienna Glass Museum. 
Founded in 1823 by Josef Lobmeyr Sr. and 
still operated by the same family – now in its 
sixth generation of glassmaking – the Lob-
meyr glass factory is internationally renowned 
for its marriage of traditional and modern 
glass design. Prized by royals and other celeb-
rities throughout the world, Lobmeyr glass 
company celebrates its heritage while also en-
couraging innovation and the work of young 

designers. The Vienna Glass Museum houses a 
collection of highlights of Lobmeyr glassmak-
ing through the years. (B)

April 15: Vienna

On a half-day guided tour, explore some of 
Vienna’s highlights, including a visit to the 
famous Spanish Riding School to see the 
morning exercises. For nearly four and a half 
centuries, the Spanish Riding School has 
cultivated the classical haute école equestrian 
tradition, which focuses on achieving absolute 
harmony between horse and rider by studying 
the natural movement of the horse. During 
the morning exercise, riders put their white 
Lipizzaner stallions through their paces to the 
accompaniment of classical Viennese music. 
Lunch today is in a typical Kaffeehaus, where 
you can experience a taste of the coffeehouse 
culture that has been such an integral part of 
Viennese life for more than 300 years. Vien-
nese coffeehouse culture is such an important 
part of the city’s past and present that it has 
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even been designated as “Intangible Cultural Heritage” 
by UNESCO! The rest of the day is at leisure. (B, L)

April 16: Vienna/Havlíčkův/Liberec

Check out of the hotel in Vienna and head to Liberec, 
stopping en route for a visit to the Vysočiny Museum 
in Havlíčkův Brod, one of the oldest regional museums 
in the Czech Republic. Enjoy a special lecture by a local 
expert on the history of glass production in the region. 
Continue to the historic city of Liberec in northern Bo-
hemia and check into the Clarion Grandhotel Zlatý Lev 
for two nights. (B)

April 17: Nový Bor/Harrachov/Liberec

Explore the rich tradition of Bohemian glassmaking to-
day with guided visits to the Glass Museum in Nový Bor 
and the Harrachov Glass Factory. The permanent exhibi-
tion in Nový Bor traces the development of glassmaking 
since the 17th century, while the glass factory in Harra-
chov is the second-oldest glassworks in the Czech Re-
public, founded in 1712. All glass products are still made 
using traditional manufacturing techniques. 
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Enjoy lunch at the brewery restaurant located 
right in the Harrachov factory building. Return 
to Liberec for an evening at leisure. (B, L)

April 18: Liberec/Zelezny Brod/
Jablonec/Prague

Depart Liberec and travel to Zelezny Brod, a 
center for Czech glassmaking since the 19th cen-
tury and home to the country’s first professional 
glassmaking school, established in 1920. Meet 
with distinguished glass artist Zdeněk Lhotský 
and visit his studio. Then visit the Zelezny Brod 
City Museum’s glass exhibition, which covers 
the glassmaking history of the city and displays 
representative works by artists affiliated with the 
glassmaking school over the years. Continue on 
to Jablonec nad Nisou, home to the Museum of 
Glass and Jewelry. Colonized by German-speak-
ing glass experts in the 1500s, Jablonec flourished 
in the late 17th century with the development of 
the glassmaking industry. Continue on to Prague 
for a four-night stay. (B)

April 19: Prague

Enjoy a full day of sightseeing in Prague, includ-
ing a guided visit to Prague Castle, one of the 
largest castle complexes in the world, dating back 
to the ninth century. Within the castle grounds is 
St. Vitus Cathedral, the most important church 
in the country and a superb example of Gothic 
architecture. Enjoy a guided visit and lecture at 
Vital Art Nouveau, a special exhibit at the Prague 
Municipal House that includes a beautiful 

collection of glass and other outstanding items 
from the Museum of Decorative Arts (which is 
currently closed for renovation). (B)

April 20: Prague area

Travel southeast this morning on an excursion 
to Sázava, home to the new Glass Art Centre, 
which has opened doors for experienced and 
aspiring glass artists in the Czech Republic. En-
joy a guided visit to the Glassworks Frantisek in 
Sázava. Return to Prague for an afternoon tour of 
the Baroque glass collection at the Schwarzenberg 
Palace, one of the city’s most beautiful and best-
preserved Renaissance palaces. (B)

April 21: Karlovy Vary/Prague

Today, travel to the famous spa town of Karlovy 
Vary for a visit to the historic Moser Glassworks, 
known for producing luxurious lead-free crystal. 
During its more than 150 years of glassmaking 
history, Moser has been awarded numerous ac-
colades, including the title of exclusive supplier to 
both the Shah of Persia and King Edward VII of 
England. Enjoy a special guided tour of both the 
factory and the Moser Glass Museum. Back in 
Prague this evening, join your fellow travelers for 
a farewell dinner in a local restaurant. (B, D)

April 22: Prague/USA

Transfer to Prague Václav Havel Airport for indi-
vidual flights home. (B)

Glassworks Frantisek in Sázava
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Tour Price
 
Price per person: 
 
$4,390 double occupancy 
$850 single room occupancy  

This includes accommodations at elegant 
4 star hotels as well as s a $100  
tax-deductible donation per passenger  
to NAGC

How to Book

We are working with Academic 
Travel Abroad, Inc., (ATA), a Wash-
ington-DC based tour operator, 
to assist us with the arrangements. 
A deposit of $500 per person is 
required to hold your space. Final 
payment will be due approximately 
120 days before departure. 

To reserve your space, please call  
(800) 556-7896. ATA will be han-
dling all of the payments, and pro-
viding pre-trip information. 

I am thrilled to accompany you 
on this incredible journey! I hope 
you will reserve your space soon to 
ensure your participation. 

Sincerely, 

Jane Spillman
Jane Shadel Spillman

What is Not Included

•	 Round trip international airfare
•	 Passport and visa expenses
•	 Medical expenses and immunizations
•	 Airport transfers and baggage handling  

for independent travelers 
•	 Excess baggage charges
•	 Travel and trip cancellation insurance
•	 Meals not specified in the itinerary;  

Personal items such as telephone and inter-
net access, laundry, room service, alcoholic 
or other beverages not specified as included

•	 Gratuities for non-group services

What is Included

•	 All accommodations and meals as outlined 
in the itinerary (B=breakfast, L=lunch, 
R=reception, D=dinner)

•	 All ground transportation
•	 All sightseeing as specified in  

the itinerary
•	 Comprehensive educational program  

by professional on-site guides, and local 
experts

•	 Entrance fees, airport and hotel taxes,  
and gratuities to porters, escorts,  
drivers, and guides

•	 Water throughout the program
•	 Transfers to and from airports for those  

arriving or departing according to the  
designated itinerary

•	 Baggage handling throughout
•	 Pre-departure materials, including  

travel information
•	 Professional tour management  

throughout



Hotels

Falkensteiner Hotel Maria, Prague

A contemporary hotel in a historic building, the Hotel Maria is 
located in the center of Prague, close to Wenceslas Square. Its 109 
modern rooms all feature wireless Internet, air conditioning, safes, 
minibars, hairdryers, and satellite TV. The hotel is known for its 
generous American-style breakfast buffets. Guests also have access 
to a sauna, steam room, and fitness center; an extensive menu of 
spa treatments is also available.

Hotel Kummer, Vienna

Located along Mariahilfer Strasse, one of Vienna’s most impor-
tant shopping streets, the four-star Hotel Kummer has 95 elegant, 
individually decorated nonsmoking rooms with air conditioning, 
soundproof windows, satellite TV, safes, minibars, and hairdryers. 
High-speed Internet is available in rooms for a charge, while compli-
mentary WiFi is available in public areas. The newly refurbished res-
taurant serves classic Viennese dishes and fine international cuisine.

Clarion Grandhotel Zlatý Lev, Liberec

The Clarion Grandhotel Zlatý Lev is a four-star property in 
central Liberec. Housed in a beautiful Art Nouveau building, 
the hotel has been welcoming guests since 1906 and boasts 117 
rooms with free high-speed and wireless Internet, satellite TV, and 
minibars. The award-winning Benada Restaurant offers a menu 
of Czech and international specialties as well as an extensive wine 
list. Spa and finess facilities are available.
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or visit www.academic-travel.com



Owner glass workshops 
Zdeněk Lhotský
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